In spite of a growing realization that the diet of a large proportion of the population of India is unsatisfactory, few surveys of the incidence of malnutrition among school children, and others, have hitherto been carried out.
frequency of xerophthalmia, ' angular stomatitis' and phrynoderma. In addition, the A. C. H. index of nutrition was applied to 1,145 of these children belonging to the age group 6 to 12. The association between the presence of the above symptoms and subnormal height and weight, and between the former and ' selection' by the A. C. H. index, has also been studied.
Phrynoderma
Dryness of the skin has often been noted in famine victims, and earlier writers on keratomalacia mention the presence of this symptom. Frazier and Hu described a follicular keratosis of the skin occurring m association with xerophthalmia and keratomalacia. They recorded that the eruption involved chiefly ' the exterior surfaces of the extremities, the trunk, and finally the posterior aspect of the neck Histologically, the pathologic process was primarily a hyperkeratinization of the lining epithelium of the hair follicles resulting in the obstruction of the folHcles, particularly at the upper portion, by a dense mas9 of lamellated cornified cells'. Nicholls described this condition in Ceylon and gave it the name ' phrynoderma' (toad-skin) which has been adopted by other writers. The histopathology of the condition appears to resemble that of the classical pityriasis rubra pilaris. 3. The aetiology of the condition, in relation to pellagra and the various constituents of the yitamin-Bi. complex, is discussed.
